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Glossary of Acronyms 

AfL Agreement for Lease 

CCUS Carbon Capture Usage and Storage 

CAA Civil Aviation Authority 

DCO Development Consent Order 

DIO Defence Infrastructure Organisation  

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment  

ExA Examining Authority 

HE Historic England 

HRA  Habitat Regulations Assessment 

IFP Instrument Flight Procedures 

IPMP In-Principle Monitoring Plan 

IoMSPC Isle of Man Steam Packet Company 

IoMTSC Isle of Man Government Territorial Sea Committee 

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee  

LBBG Lesser black-backed gull 

MCA Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

MMO Marine Management Organisation 

MMMP Marine Mammal Mitigation Protocol 

NATS National Air Traffic Services 

NE Natural England 

NFFO National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations 

NRW Natural Resources Wales 

OSP Offshore Substation Platform 

OOMP Outline Offshore Operations and Maintenance Plan 

PAD Principal Areas of Disagreement 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

PINS Planning Inspectorate 

PLC Public Limited Company  

RAF Royal Air Force  

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

REWS  Regional Early Warning System 

RR Relevant Representation 

RTD Red-Throated Diver 

REWS  Radar Early Warning Systems 
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SoCG Statement of Common Ground 

SPA Special Protected Area 

TBC To Be Confirmed 

TH Trinity House 

UK United Kingdom 

UWSMS Underwater Sound Management Strategy  

VHF Very High Frequency 

VTMP Vessel Traffic Management Plan 

WoDS West of Duddon Sands 

WR Written Representation 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 

WFA-CPC Welsh Fishermen’s Association - Cymdeithas Pysgotwyr Cymru (WFA-
CPC) 
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Glossary of Units 

km kilometre 

km2 square kilometre  

MW Megawatt 

 

Glossary of Terminology 

Agreement for 
Lease (AfL) 

Agreements under which seabed rights are awarded following the 
completion of The Crown Estate tender process. 

Applicant Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd 

Generation 
Assets (the 
Project) 

Generation assets associated with the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm. 
This is infrastructure in connection with electricity production, namely 
the fixed foundation wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 
offshore substation platform(s) (OSP(s)) and possible platform link 
cables to connect OSP(s). 

Inter-array 
cables 

Cables which link the WTGs to each other and the OSP(s). 

Wind turbine 
generator 
(WTG) 

A fixed structure located within the windfarm site that converts the 
kinetic energy of wind into electrical energy. 

Windfarm site The area within which the WTGs, inter-array cables, OSP(s) and 
platform link cables would be present. 
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1 Introduction 
1. This document has been prepared to support a Development Consent Order 

(DCO) application by Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd (hereafter ‘the 

Applicant’) for Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Generation Assets (‘the 

Project’). 

2. On 23 September 2024, the Examining Authority (ExA) published the Rule 6 

Letter in relation to the Examination of the application by the Applicant for the 

Project. 

3. The Rule 6 letter (PD-007) set out a requirement for submission of a Pre-

examination Progress Tracker, Statements of Common Ground (SoCG) and 

a Statement of Commonality (or as combined with the Progress Tracker) in 

the draft examination timetable. This Progress Tracker and Statement of 

Commonality therefore reports on what the Applicant considers are the 

principal and other notable issues in the Examination, in addition to capturing 

the commonality between the Applicant and each party with whom the ExA 

has requested a SoCG.   

4. SoCGs have been prepared between the Applicant and other parties to set 

out areas where there is agreement, areas of disagreement, and areas which 

remain under discussion/are unresolved in relation to the DCO Application.  

5. The Applicant understands it would be helpful and reduce duplication if the 

Statement of Commonality could be combined with the Examination Progress 

Tracker. This document therefore presents the Examination Progress Tracker 

together with progress on SoCGs.  

6. The Examination Progress Tracker and Statement of Commonality has been 

a live document and the tables updated throughout the Examination. The first 

submission was at Procedural Deadline A (15 October 2024), and an update 

was submitted at Examination Deadline 1 (26 November 2024), 2 (12 

December 2024) and 3 (22 January 2025). It was updated again at 

Examination Deadline 4 (18 February 2025) as a mid-Examination Progress 

Tracker and Statement of Commonality and provided again at Deadline 5 to 

aid the tracking of live matters. A final version (this document) is submitted at 

the Close of Examination Progress Tracker (and Final Statement of 

Commonality at Deadline 6 (15 April 2025). Submission deadlines are defined 

in the Rule 8 letter (PD-010). 

7. This document should be read in conjunction with the final SoCGs as noted in 

Table 5.1. 
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2 Overview of the Project 
8. The Morecambe Offshore Windfarm is a proposed offshore windfarm located 

in the Eastern Irish Sea, which when fully operational, would have an 

anticipated nominal capacity of 480 Megawatts (MW) and would have the 

potential to generate renewable power for over 500,000 homes in the United 

Kingdom (UK).  

9. The windfarm was one of six projects selected by The Crown Estate in its 

Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4 in 2021. The Agreement for Lease (AfL) for 

the windfarm was received in 2023.  

10. The AfL comprises an area of up to 125km2 and reflects the windfarm site 

assessed in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Following design development, surveys, assessments and consultation on the 

PEIR, the proposed windfarm site development area has been reduced to 

approximately 87km2.   

11. The Project relates to the Generation Assets of the Morecambe Offshore 

Windfarm (including wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 

offshore substation platforms (OSP(s)), and possible platform link cables to 

connect the OSP(s)).   

12. The key Project components briefly comprise:  

▪ Up to 35 WTGs and their associated foundations  

▪ Up to two OSPs and their associated foundations and platform link 

cables  

▪ Inter-array cables  

▪ Scour protection around foundations and subsea cable protection, where 

required  

13. A separate consent for the Transmission Assets associated with the 

Morecambe Offshore Windfarm and the Morgan Offshore Wind Project 

(another proposed windfarm to be located in the Irish Sea) is being sought. 

3 Methodology 
14. This Examination Progress Tracker has been prepared in response to the 

ExA’s Rule 6 letter (PD-007) requesting an Examination Progress Tracker. It 

has been presented in the form of a table, reporting on what the ExA (in the 

Rule 6 letter, Appendix C) considers are the principal and other notable issues 

in the Examination.  
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5 List of Statements of Common Ground 
19. Table 5.1 provides the list of SoCGs that have been prepared by the Applicant 

in accordance with the list as requested by the Planning Inspectorate in 

Appendix G of the Rule 6 letter issued on 23 September 2024. 

20. The ExA has specified that SoCGs should be submitted at the deadlines as 

set out in the draft Examination Timetable published in the Rule 6 Letter and 

mentioned in Section 1.  

5.1 Summary of Current Position of SoCGs 

21. The SoCGs submitted alongside this document at Deadline 6 reflect the 

position of the Applicant and stakeholders at the end of examination. 

22. Table 5.1 provides an overview of the status of each SoCG throughout the 

examination. It is noted that all final SoCGs have been provided at either 

Deadline 6 or 5a.  

5.2 SoCGs not being submitted  

23. The information provided below is representative of the position at the close 

of examination where a draft SoCG requested by the ExA has not been agreed 

or is not required. 

5.2.1 Mona Offshore Wind Limited 

24. The Applicant and Mona Offshore Wind Limited agreed not to submit a SoCG 

into Examination based on the established working relationship between the 

projects. 

5.2.2 Morgan Offshore Wind Limited 

25. The Applicant and Morgan Offshore Wind Limited agreed not to submit a 

SoCG into Examination based on the established working relationship 

between the projects. 

5.2.3 Natural England and JNCC 

26. The Applicant has engaged with NE regarding the submission of a SoCG into 

Examination. However, following discussions, NE has expressed a preference 

not to submit a SoCG. As a result, NE’s issue tracker and a PAD have been 

provided as required. NE has stated that that the views of JNCC were 

incorporated into the NE issues tracker and PAD (RR-061).  
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5.2.4 Scottish Power Renewables  

27. The SoCG in relation to West of Duddon Sands has been progressed with the 

joint venture entity Morecambe Wind Ltd (Ørsted and ScottishPower 

Renewables (UK) Ltd.) as part of a joint Ørsted Interested Parties SoCG. 

5.3 SoCGs to be finalised post Deadline 6 

28. For a number of parties, the Applicant has not been able to finalise the SoCG 

before Deadline 6, but is continuing to work with Interested Parties with a view 

to submit before the close of Examination as described below. 

5.3.1 Stena Line 

29. The Applicant has not been able to finalise the SoCG with Stena Line before 

Deadline 6, but is continuing to work with Stena Line with a view to submit 

before the close of Examination. 

5.3.2 Harbour Energy 

30. The Applicant has not been able to finalise the SoCG with Harbour Energy 

before Deadline 6, but is continuing to work with Harbour Energy with a view 

to submit before the close of Examination. 
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5.4 Summary of commonality of each topic covered 

31. This section provides a summary of the topics covered in each SoCG and 

identifies where there is a commonality in the topics or matters being 

discussed with the stakeholders. 

32. Table 5.2 presents a summary of commonality at Deadline 6 on each 

overarching topic or matter discussed between the Applicant and stakeholder 

using the colour code presented in Table 3.1, noting further details is provided 

in each SoCG. 










